24           English Printing

A good deal of new information has come to
light within recent years concerning Richard
Pynson. His career was marked by many changes
of fortune. He was the object of jealousy and
suspicion on the part of native workmen, and he
was involved in many lawsuits.

His first dated book was the Doctrinale of Alex-
ander Callus, a quarto, finished on the I3th November
1492, the only known copy of which is now in the
British Museum; but several books had been
printed by Pynson before this, notably a fine
edition of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales in folio, in
which two founts of type are seen, a bold unevenly
cast fount of black letter, somewhat resembling
that used by Machlinia at Flete Bridge, and a
fount of small sloping Gothic. The work was
illustrated with woodcuts representing the various
pilgrims.

In  1493  Pynson printed for  a certain 'John
Russhe, Esquire,' The Dialogue of Dives and Pauper
with a new type, distinguishable by the  sharp
angular finish to the letter  'h.'   Pynson's  rela-
tions with John Russhe formed the subject of a
lawsuit, and we learn from the documents put in
in the course of the case that 600 copies of this
book were printed, half of which were sold to
Russhe, printed and bound, at four shillings each.
En addition to this book, several quartos, without
iate, were printed in the same type.
An edition of Mirk's Liber Festivalis was another